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Working Memory in the Wild: An Introduction to the Special Issue
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Randall W. Engle

Over 40 years ago, Baddeley and Hitch (1974) described
orking memory as a mental “workspace” for information
rocessing and storage, and demonstrated the importance of
his system for complex cognition. Working memory has since
merged as a central construct in theories of human cognition.
n recent decades, there has been particular focus on individual
ifferences in working  memory  capacity  and its consequences
or complex tasks that people are called on to perform in the
orkplace, the classroom, the home, and other real-world sett-

ngs.
At a theoretical level, we now know that working memory

apacity reflects mechanisms of encoding and retrieval from
ong-term memory, maintenance of information in a temporary
tate, and blocking of unwanted information from conscious-

ess. Tying all of this together is the executive attention system,
hich regulates the contents of attention and consciousness.
hile the literature often refers to this broad area as cogni-

ive control, it is now clear that the system is important in the H
vid Z. Hambrick

egulation of not just thought, but emotion and behavior more
enerally.

The goal of this special issue of the JARMAC is to publish
ew theory and research concerning the role of working memory
apacity in the everyday world—“in the wild”, to borrow from
utchins’ (1995) book Cognition  in  the  Wild.  The 14 articles

nclude both reviews of pertinent literature and empirical reports
f findings from original research, covering the role of working
emory capacity in everyday settings and tasks.
We hope you find these articles as enlightening and fun to

ead as we did in editing them.
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